MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE KENT COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION
ADVISORY BOARD
November 21, 2011

Present:

Melissa Cannon, Laura Karns, Penny Usilton, Brittany Bentley, Jim Wright, and
Myra Butler.

Absent:

Melinda Bookwalter, Faye Little, Bryan Williams, Ron Jordan, Joyce Moody, and
Commissioner William Pickrum.

I.

CALL TO ORDER AND ACTION ON MINUTES
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
Board members were introduced to Brittany Bentley, who is the new Advisory Board
student representative. Ms. Bentley is Junior at Kent County High School, and also
serves as the student representative on the Board of Education.
In light of the fact that both Ms. Bentley and Jim Wright, Public Works
representative, were attending the Advisory Board meeting for the first time, each
Board member in attendance gave a brief introduction.
There was no approval of the October minutes, as there was not a quorum of the
Board present.

II.

OLD BUSINESS
A. Land Preservation and Parks and Recreation Plan (LPPRP) Update
i.
Ms. Butler informed that she met with representatives of the Kent
County Planning Department on November 8 in order to prepare for
submission of the LPPRP in time for the 2012 deadline imposed by the
State of Maryland. Ms. Butler plans to have a draft prepared for the
Board’s review in the coming month. Because the requirements have
been streamlined from past LPPRP submissions, Ms. Butler expects
the drafting process to be seamless. Once the final document has been
established and reviewed by the Advisory Board it will be sent to the
Commissioners for approval before submission to the State.
B. By-Laws
i.
Following the October meeting, a draft of the proposed by-laws was
electronically mailed to Board members for input and suggestions. The
following suggestions were received from Commissioner Pickrum:
a.
Article IV-B- delete the word “automatically”.
b.
Article IV-E- Change meeting times from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30
ii.
The following additions were suggested during the meeting:
a.
Article IV-B- If a quorum of the Board is not anticipated, and
action is needed the meeting will be postponed until the
following month.
b.
Article VI- Regrets should be sent in advance of the meeting in
the event that a Board member is unable to attend.
iii.
A motion was made by Ms. Karns, seconded by Mrs. Cannon, and
passed by a majority of the Board to approve the suggestions and
additions as discussed, with the exception of the meeting time, which
Board members wished to remain at 6:00 p.m.
C. Officers
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i.

Ms. Butler reminded that Board members have been requested to
advise whether or not their levels of commitment to the PRAB have or
will change for the coming year.
a.
Previously Ms. Cannon indicated that she may step down from
the board after the new year; however, she has since decided to
remain on the board for an additional year.
ii.
The PRAB legislation states that the term of the Chair and Vice-Chair
of the Board shall be two years. Given this, Ms. Bookwalter would
now move from Vice Chairperson to Chairperson, and another Vice
Chairperson would need to be nominated.
a.
A motion was made by Ms. Usilton, and seconded by Ms. Butler
to nominate Mrs. Karns as Vice-Chairperson, effective January
1. There were no objections to this appointment.
D. Concussion Awareness
i.
In follow-up to the October meeting, and Commissioner Pickrum’s
suggestion that Dr. Leland Spencer, Health Officer, might be of
assistance in obtaining a list of medical doctors specializing in
treatment of concussions, Ms. Butler informed that Dr. Spencer has
been contacted and is not aware of any lists that may have this
information.
III.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Adolescent Substance Abuse Council (ASAC) Grant
i.
Thanks to the ASAC grant, anti-substance abuse posters have been
purchased and are being displayed around the Community Center.
Staff collaborated to come up anti-substance abuse slogans to coincide
with the pictures illustrated on each poster.
B. December Meeting
i.
Ms. Butler informed that the main purpose of the December meeting
was to have Board members review and provide input on the LPPRP.
a.
Ms. Butler indicated that she could send the LPPRP to the Board
members electronically rather than having meeting for only this
purpose. With the agreement of the Board members, the
December Board meeting was cancelled.
C. Worton Park Campus Project
i.
Ms. Butler informed that the University of Maryland Extension Service
and Kent County 4-H have received a grant to complete planning and
background research on the Worton Park Campus Project, which will
include Worton Elementary School, Kent County High School, and the
Community Center, as well as Worton Park. The purpose of the project
is to get youth involved in the community.
a.
A Community Forum regarding the project has been planned for
November 30 at the Community Center to gather input about
what parks users would like to see at the park.
b.
Potential ideas for the park could range from park benches to exercise
stations.
D. Solar Panel Project
i.
Mr. Wright informed that the after being approached by a vendor
wishing to provide solar power to the County buildings at no cost, the
County decided to issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) for solar power
providers. Three proposals were received in response to the RFP, and
ultimately the Commissioners opted to enter into a Power Purchase
Agreement with Washington Gas and Energy Services.
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a.

Solar panels will be installed over the 9 acres of property behind
the Community Center, currently owned by the Board of
Education. The panels will provide power to Kent County High
School, Worton Elementary School, the Community Center, and
the Office of Emergency Services Radio Tower.
b.
An estimated $3 million dollars in electricity fees are expected to
be saved over the duration of 20 years.
c.
Panels are expected to be installed by April 2012 with the full
project up and running in May 2012.
E. Loose Dogs in Worton Park
i.
Ms. Butler informed that recently a citizen contacted the
Commissioners’ Office and expressed concerns over dogs being
allowed to roam unleashed while in the park with their owners.
a.
County law states that all dogs should be kept under restraint.
The Public Works Department plans to erect a sign with
language to this effect.
F. Future Agenda Format
i.
Ms. Butler provided a draft of the format of future agendas for the
Boards’ information.
a.
The new agenda format will include separate Recreation and
Parks sections during the Old Business and New Business
segments of the meeting.
IV.

REPORTS
Turner’s Creek:
Worton Park:
Bayside/Ingleside:
Betterton Beach:
Millington Pool:
Edesville Park:
Toal Park:
High School:

County Commissioner:
Board of Education:

V.

No Report.
No Report.
Nothing to Report.
No Report.
Nothing to Report.
Nothing to Report.
Nothing to Report.
Ms. Bentley volunteered to provide a calendar of the
Kent County Public School activities for the Boards’
information on a monthly basis.
Nothing to Report.
No Report.

ADJOURNMENT
At 8:00 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Karns, seconded by Mr. Wright, and
passed by a majority of the Board to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,
Denisha C. Brown, Office Manager

